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same information contained in previous mailings. The primary change is the reduction in age
from 65 to 55. The notice has been expanded to include the address that should be used for
sending a notice of death to the Department. The Estate Recovery Unit will notify the Eligibility
Branch at the time of the mailing, in order that they may give notice to the counties.

The Estate Recovery Unit has incorporated changes to the Medi-Cal pamphlet, the MC219. and
the Medi-Cal Eligibility Manual reflecting the change from age 65 to age 55.

In addition, Estate Recovery is drafting language to be added to the MC239. Discontinuance
Notice-Deceased Persons. The purpose of the language will be to advise the person handling the
affairs of the deceased beneficiary that the Department requires a separate notice of the death.
accompanied by a copy of the death certificate. The address for the notice of death will be

included.

Hardship Waivers

If any person affected by the Department's claim can establish that an undue hardship exists due
to the enforcement of the claim, the Department will waive or reduce its claim accordingly. An
applicant may submit an Application for Hardship Waiver. An application is included with
every estate recovery claim.

All of the information regarding how to apply for a waiver; as well as the time frames involved
for requesting a waiver, are included at the time the claim is presented. If the application for
waiver is denied, the applicant then has appeal rights through an estate hearing. The procedure
for obtaining a hardship waiver and the criteria for the Department to grant a waiver are
described in Medi-Cal regulations (Title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Section
50960, et seq.).

Liens

Senate Bill (SB) 412 was enacted October 4, 1995. The effect of SB 412 is the repeal of Welfare
and Institutions (W&I) Code, Section 14006.7, eliminating the provision allowing the
Department to place a lien on the former principal residence when the beneficiary was in long-
term care for six months or longer without a discharge plan. SB 412 also repealed W&I Code,
Section 14009.5(c), which contained the authority to place a lien on the decedent's interest in the
real property of a surviving spouse.






